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UNHCR Accused of Involvement in Involuntary 


TAMIL Nadu state Revenue Com- 
missioner and Refugee Welfare Spe- 
cial Officer Ramdas told refugees at 
Sivagangai in Pasumpon District on 
30 October that they should decide to 
return to Sri Lanka soon. When 
refugees referred to the war im Sri 
Lanka and expressed fear to return 
Mr Ramdas said that they could not 
hide in India for ever and everyone 
must die some day. 


Mr Ramdas pointed out that wars 
were taking place all over the world 
and there was even fighting in the 
Indian states of Kashmir and Punjab. 
He further said that India was helping 
the refugees despite these imternal 
conflicts and warned that the refugees 
could not stay in India making use of 
the opportunity. Mr Ramdas assured 
the refugees that they would only be 
sent to the army-controlled areas in 
Sri Lanka without realising that it is 
because of the army the refugees fled 
in the first place. 


The Indian government has 
declared that the Tamil refugees 
would be returned only on a volun- 
tary basis. But the actions of Tamil 
Nadu officers indicate that the inten- 
tion is to return the refugees even 
against their wishes. NGOs have been 
banned from refugee camps and the 
UNHCR has no access to these 
camps. NGOs say that rations have 
been cut for those refusing to return 
and some refugees had been physi- 
cally removed from camps. On the 
instructions of the Tamil Nadu 
government refugee children are 
tefused school admissions. 


In March Tamil Nadu government 
officers distributed a leaflet im the 
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Return of Refugees 


refugee camps which stated: 


*‘The Sri Lankan government has 
made all arrangements to provide 
security to you in Sri Lanka itself 
with the help of ICRC. However 
many of you have spurned the efforts 
taken by your government and con- 
tinue to remain here. 


”” .... Many of you say that there is 
no security for life there. Those who 
say such things are none but cowards 
of the Tamil race. The Sri Lankan 
Tamils who have come over to Tamil 
Nadu number only 175,000. Apart 
from these lakhs of Tamils continue 
to live m Sri Lanka. Don’t they fear 
for their lives? Are only your lives 
dear? 


“‘Today you are spuming the 
efforts of your government. You will 
not continue to live in Tamil Nadu 
permanently. Some day you will have 
to go back to Sri Lanka. If the Sri 
Lankan government spurns you on 
that day what will you do? 


””..... During the past two months 
how many of the some 500 refugees 
who returned have died or are suffer- 
ing more than that endured here? 
Shed your cowardice, accept your 
government’s arrangements and 
Tetum to your homeland without 
Staying here as an unwelcome guest.”’ 


Statements and actions of govern- 
ment officers are clear evidence that 
the returns are mvoluntary. Further, a 
number of refugee returnees imter- 
viewed by the Sri Lankan press say 
that they had been forced to return. 
Others indicate that they were not 
clearly mformed of the real situation 
in Sri Lanka. Most of the refugees 





who thought that they could return to 
their homes are still m refugee camps 
in Sri Lanka. The fact that UNHCR is 
constructing huge refugee camps is 
evidence that refugees will not be 
able tc return to their homes for a 
long time. 


UNHCR’s Handbook on Social 
Services recommends that through 
individual, family and group sessions, 
social workers can provide iwforma- 
tion to help refugees make informal 
decisions about voluntary repatriation. 
Issues discussed may include, the 
Handbook adds, among others, the 
voluntary nature of the decision to 
return, current conditions in the coun- 
try of origin and possible risks invol- 
ved in going back. Reports from 
Tamil Nadu say that UNHCR has no 
access to refugee camps and a recent 
order prohibits NGOs entering the 
camps. Under these conditions the 


Se 
UN PETITION A STEP 


FORWARD 


IN response to TIC’s Petition to the 
Secretary General of the United 
Nations Dr Boutros Boutros Ghali in 
June 1992, Mr Jakob Th. Moller, 
Chief, Communications Section, 
Centre for Human Rights at the 
United Nations Office, Geneva ‘has 
conveyed that the contents of the 
petition will be brought to the atten- 
tion of the Sub-Commission on 
Prevention of Discrimination and 
Protection of Minorities and the 
Commission on Human Rights. 


recommendations of the UNHCR can- 
not be carried out. UNHCR officials 
meet only those being returned to Sri 
Lanka. 


Tamils fear UNHCR’s involvement 
has given legitimacy to the repatria- 
tion programme and has encouraged 
some Western governments to con- 
sider returning Tamil asylum seekers 
despite the danger they would face in 
Sri Lanka. The Report for 1991/92 
submitted by the UN High Commis- 
sioner for Refugees to the 43rd 
Session of the Executive Committee 
of the High Commissioner’s Pro- 
gramme in August 1992 says ‘‘The 
complexity of the situation that has 
confronted UNHCR m recent months 
has raised both demanding opera- 
tional issues and complex protection 
concerns that lie at the very heart of 
UNHCR’s mandate. In the face of 
problems of massive displacement, 





with increasing numbers of people in 
various parts of the world fleeing 
conflict, inter-communal tension and 
a wide range of associated human 
rights abuses, the questions of refugee 
Status, protection and asylum have 
taken on greater urgency and com- 
plexity’’. Further the Handbook on 
Social Services says that international 
protection of refugees and the pro- 
motion of durable solutions to their 
problems are the two main functions 
of UNHCR. 


Although the High Commissioner 
says that ‘‘protection’’ has taken on a 
greater urgency, as far as Tamil 
refugees are concerned, protection 
seems to have taken a secondary 
place. UNHCR, whose protection 
function lies at the ‘‘very heart of its 
mandate, has ‘no heart’ when it 
comes to Tamil asylum-seekers. The 
UNHCR became involved in a repa- 


Situation Report 


triation programme in 1987 in Sri 
Lanka when Tamils were being mas- 
sacred in their thousands by the 
Indian Peace Keeping Force. 


Reports say that according to 
UNHCR, the international refugee 
organisation is not involved in the 
repatriation programme itself but is 
only monitoring the programme in- 
itiated by the Sri Lankan and Indian 
governments in order to assist the 
refugees. Sources say UNHCR 
becanie involved in the programme to 
have a foot-hold in India rather than 
out of concern for Tamil fefugees. 
UNHCR must rethink its position and 
conce:: itself with protection of refu- 
gees as provided for in its mandate 
and ensure the safety of Tamil refu- 
gees. 





TAMILS MASSACRED IN 
BATTICALOA 


Ten Tamil civilians including two 
women were massacred at a stone 
quarry at Vellaveli m the Batticaloa 
District on 24 October. Reports from 
Batticaloa say the massacre was car- 
ried out by the security forces. Batti- 
caloa MP Joseph Pararajasingam has 
demanded an inquiry from the Prime 
Minister. 


A day earlier the army arrested twelve 
Tamil civilians from the Kakachchi- 
vattai village in Batticaloa District. 
Later the bodies of the twelve persons 
were found. They had been hacked to 
death. 





TAMILS ATTACKED IN 
COLOMBO 


Following a Aar2/organised by the 
Sri Lanka Muslim Congress (SLMC) 
on 23 October, Tamils were attacked 
in the streets of Colombo. The Siva- 
subramaniyar temple and Ganapathy 
High School were damaged by thugs. 
Tamil houses on Bandaranaike 
Mawatha were looted and damaged. 


res 
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JUDGE REPRIMANDS STATE 
COUNSEL 


Rajaratnam Ravichandran, a Tamil 
from Neerveli in Jaffna was arrested 
at Mattakuliya in Colombo on 14 
December 1991. The Assistant Super- 
intendent of Police issued an order 
under emergency regulations to detain 
Ravichandran at the CID office for 
three months. Prime Minister D B 
Wijetunge issued a further detention 
order on 12 March 1992. This order 
is being renewed every three months 
and currently he is held at the 
Colombo Magazine prison. 


When the Aabezus corpus application 
filed by his father was taken up for 
hearing on 27 October 1992, it was 
brought to the notice of the Court of 
Appeal that the Attorney-General had 
informed police a month earlier that a 
case would not be filed against 
Ravichandran. Despite this decision 
by the Attorny-General he is being 
detained. The Appeal Court judge 
reprimanded the State Council who 
requested an order from Court for the 
release of the detamee. 


Although a case has not been filed, an 
order from a Court is requested by 
the State in order to justify detention. 
Human Rights Organisations in Sri 
Lanka say there are a number of 
similar cases where the state or the 
police have attempted to justify deten- 
tion when an arrest has been made 
and there is no evidence to file a case, 
in order to prevent a subsequent 
fundamental rights application in the 
Supreme Court or other action for 
compensation. 


CIVILIANS KILLED IN AIR 
ATTACK 


Airforce bombers attacked the 
Jaffna peninsula while shells were 
indiscriminately fired from army 
camps. A 75 year-old woman named 
Vallipillai was killed by a bomb on 
23 October at Manalkadu in Point 
Pedro. Another woman named Siva- 
pooranam was admitted to the Man- 
thikai hospital with serious injuries. 
At Upayakathirkamam many houses 
were damaged. Reports received from 
Jaffna indicate five civilians were 
killed in the air attack between 16 and 
23 October. 


BRITISH RESTRICTIONS ON 
ASYLUM 


Following restrictions on asylum 
seekers in Britain the number of 
asylum applications has fallen to an 
average monthly rate of 1,684 in the 
first seven months of 1992. The 
Refugee Council says that the total 


for the year is likely to be 20,000 the 


lowest level since 1969 and that the 
British government’s main rationale 
for its Asylum Bill imtroduced in 
Parliament in October, that the num- 
ber of applications has risen to an 
unacceptable level, appears no longer 
valid. Because of restrictions imposed 
by the Asylum Bill, refugee organisa- 
tions fear, genuine refugees will be 
prevented from entering the country. 
Up to April 1992, 120,932 persons 
had sought asylum in Britain. At the 
end of September 1992, 64,330 appli- 
cations were outstanding without any 
decision. 


Since 1980 up to the end of 
October 1992, 16,357 Sri Lankans 


have applied for asylum in Britain, 


almost all of them Tamils. Of this 
number, up to September 1999, only 
119 persons have been granted refu- 
gee status and 8,671 given Excep- 
tional Leave to Remain. The others 
have been admitted only temporarily 
and 444 applications have been rejec- 
ted. In 1990, 3,620 Tamil refugees 
arrived in Britain and the number rose 
to 3,750 in 1991. Up to the end of 
October approximately 1,127 Tamil 
refugees have arrived in Britain. 


Between 1 March and 31 August 
1992, five Sri Lankans were removed 
to other countries. 





DISAPPEARANCE OF TAMIL 
YOUTH 


A Tamil youth named Sinnathevan 
of Puloli in Jaffna was arrested by the 
security forces at Dehiwela in the 
Colombo District on 14 October. 
When inquiries were made Dehiwela 
police denied holding him in custody. 
Vanni MP Rajah Kuganeswaran has 
complained about the disappearance 
to the Prime Minister and the Secre- 
tary to the Ministry of Defence. 
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TIC ACCESSION LIST 


A Selection of documents received by TIC in October 1992 


OHR 152 


News Release: Asylum process must 
not be stifled by bogus applications 
says Charles Wardle 


London: Home Office; 12 November 
1992 


4p. 


DESCRIPTORS: UK Immigration 
/ Refugees / Political Asylum 


GFL 242 
Sabaratnam, Arumukam 


Hindu-Catholic encounter in Jaffna 


today: paper presented to the seminar 
‘Reconciliation and the Role of Reli- 
gion in Armed Conflict’’ 


Kayts: Guru Madam; November 1989 
Sp. 


DESCRIPTORS: Religion / Con- 
flict / Northern Region 


OHR 153 


Press release: New Asylum Bill- 
Refugee Council Response 


London: The Refugee Council; 26th 
October 1992 


2p. 


DESCRIPTORS: UK Immigration 
| Refugees / Political Asylum 


SHR 1049 
Little, David 


International Conference on ethnic 
peace accords: Sri Lanka: the inven- 
tion of enmity 


Sri Lanka: International Centre For 
Ethnic Studies; July 1991 


17p. 

DESCRIPTORS: Ethnic violence / 
Tamil Nationalism / Sinhala 
Nationalism 


SHR 1050 

Bastian, Sunil 

Indian Tamils-Emerging Issues: a 
draft 


Sweden; Minority Rights Group, 
Swedish Section; October 1990 


4Sp. 


DESCRIPTORS: Plantation 
Tamils / Nationalisation / Politics 


SHR 154 
Rogers John D. 


Social mobility, popular ideology and 
collective violence in modem Sri 
Lanka 


California: The Association For Asian 
Studies, Inc.; August 1987 


583p.-602p. 

DESCRIPTORS: Ethnic violence / 
Sinhala nationalism / History 

OHR 155 

Tambiah, Stanley J. 


Presidential address: reflections on 
communal violence in South Asia 


California: The Journal of Asian 
Studies; August 1987 


74 1p.-760p. 
DESCRIPTORS: Ethnic Violence 
SHR 1052 


Human Rights Accountability m Sri 
Lanka: an Asia Watch report 


New York: Human Rights Watch; 
May 3! 1992 


7Sp. 


DESCRIPTORS: Restrictions on 
humar right’s protection / Institu- 
tional Reforms / Freedom of 
expression 

SHR 1054 

Itumporai 

Maraikinra cutiyan itattam cimtuvatal 
tan marunalum valkinratu (text in 
tamil) 

Vidutalaip Pulikal Makkal Munnani 


S2p: 


DESCRIPTORS: Poems / Lib- 
ration struggle 





OCTOBER 1 


SEARCH IN BATTICALOA: The 
army conducted a search operation in 


the Batticaloa town between Anaipan-- 


thi and the lagoon. 
OCTOBER 2 


ARMY CAMP ATTACKED: 
LTTE attacked the Kattaikadu army 
camp on the Eastern coast of the 
Jaffna peninsula killing thirteen sol- 
diers and injuring fifteen others. The 
Tigers took away military vehicles 
and weapons worth Rs 50 million, 
including a 60mm motor launcher 
and a 40mm rocket launcher. 


OCTOBER 3 


NO TALKS WITH LTTE: President 
Premadasa on a visit to New Deehi as 
Chairman of the SAARC nations said 
that the Sri Lankan government 
would not hold talks with the LTTE 
unless the militant group laid down 
arms to join the national political 
mainstream and recognised the other 
Tamil groups and parties. 


OCTOBER 4 


DEATH STATISTICS: According 
Statistics released by the Joint Ope- 
rations Command (JOC), in the first 
nine months of 1992, 2095 persons 
were killed in the North-East. This 
total includes 827 security force per- 
sonnel, 1811 militants and 457 civi- 
lians. However, mdependent sources 
say that the number of militants killed 
is smaller and the number of civilians 
killed is much higher than quoted. 


CONDITIONS FOR OPENING 
ELEPHANT PASS ROAD: LTTE 
leader Yogi told BBC that opening of 
the Elephant Pass road may be con- 
sidered and landmimes removed if the 
army assured that troops will not be 
moved into the Jaffna peninsula along 
this route. 


OCTOBER 5 

SOLDIER KILLED: A soldier was 
killed and two others injured m a 
dawn raid by the LTTE on army 
guard posts at Poonagari im the 
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OCTOBER DIARY 


Kilinochchi District. 


THOUSANDS OF TAMILS KIL- 
LED: Vanni MP KR Kuguneswaran 
participating in the opening ceremony 
of a laboratory in the Rambaikulam 
Girls Maha Vidyalayam in Vavuniya 
said that around 26,000 people had 
died in the North-East since June 
1990. 


OCTOBER 6 


REFUGEES IN PUTTALAM: 
Muslim Affairs Minister AHM Aswar 
said in Parliament that there were 
55,000 refugees m Puttalam and 
requested provision of health facili- 
thes. 


OCTOBER 7 


SUB-INSPECTOR KILLED: JOC 
announced that a Sub-Inspector was 
killed when LTTE attacked the guard 
post at a village on the Batticaloa- 
Polonnaruwa border. 


OCTOBER 8 


LTTE DENY TALKS: An official 
LTTE statement m Jaffna denied 
press reports in Sri Lanka and abroad 
that talks were taking place between 
Tiger representatives and the govern- 
ment. 


OCTOBER 9 


BOMB EXPLOSION IN RES- 
TAURANT: A civilian was killed 
and eight others injured when a parcel 
bomb exploded inside a restaurant at 
Valaichenai in Batticaloa District. Fol- 
lowing the explosion the army carried 
out a search in the area. 


OCTOBER 10 


POLICEMAN AMBUSHED: A 
policeman was killed m a LTTE 
ambush at Ganeshapuram on the 
Vavuniya-Mannar road. 


OCTOBER 11 


TAMIL DISAPPEARANCES: 
Tamil MP K.R. Kuganeswaran, told 
the visiting UN Working Group on 
Disappearances that Tamils arrested 
in the North-East were continuing to 
disappear. It was pomted out that 





‘over 500 Tamils disappeared in the 


Batticaloa District in one year. 
OCTOBER 12 


DEATH SENTENCE BY LTTE: 
According to reports five persons 
described as anti-social elements were 
given the death sentence by the LTTE 
in Jaffna. The sentences related to the 
killing of a teacher and rape. 


OCTOBER 13 


MUNICIPAL COUNCIL ELEC- 
TIONS: It was announced that Muni- 
cipal Council elections will be held in 
1993. The Batticaloa Assistant Elec- 
tions Commissioner’s office has 
already begun making arrangements. 
OCTOBER 14 


FOOD LORRIES HELD IN 
VAVUNIYA: TULF MP Mavai 
Senathirajah complained to JOC Chief 
Hamilton Wanasinghe that food sup- 
ply to the North was affected by the 
holding of lorries at Vavuniya by the 
army. The batteries of the lorries are 
removed by the army and as a result 
200 lorries in Vavuniya and 300 
lorries in Jaffna are unable to proceed 
to their destinations. 


OCTOBER 15 


CIVILIANS KILLED IN POLON- 
NARUWA: One hundred and seven- 
teen civilians, mostly Muslims, were 
killed by armed persons in four 
villages in the Polonnaruwa District. 
The government blamed the LTTE, 
and the Tigers accused the govern- 
ment of carrying out the attack. 


OCTOBER 16 


GUARD POSTS ATTACKED: 
The LTTE attacked guard posts at 
Adampan in the Mannar District. Five 
soldiers were killed and two others 
injured. 


OCTOBER 17 


TAMIL STUDENTS ATTACKED: 
Two Tamil Engineering students at 
the Peradeniya University were 
attacked by unknown persons. In a 
complaint to the Vice Chancellor the 
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Students say the attackers were mas- 
ked and assaulted them inside the 
Akbar Hall on the campus. 


BODIES OF WOMEN FOUND: 
The bodies of two women washed 
ashore at Pulopalai in the Jaffna 
peninsula with gun-shot wounds. 
OCTOBER 18 

SHELLING IN JAFFNA: Reports 
said that Alaveddy, Eevinai and 


Navakkari areas were heavily shelled 
from the Palady army camp. 


TIGER ATTACK IN MANNAR: 


Five soldiers were killed in a dawn 
raid by the LTTE on a guard post at 
Uyilankulam in the Mannar District. 
JOC said several Tigers also may 
have been killed. 


OCTOBER 19 


DISAPPEARANCE OF ARRES- 
TED TAMILS: The security forces 
arrested 91 Tamils from the Kakach- 
chivattai village in Batticaloa District 
and later said that only 46 persons 
were in custody in the army camp. 
The EPRLF requested the government 
to hold an immediate inquiry into the 
disappearances. 

OCTOBER 20 


BOMBING AND SHELLING IN 


JAFFNA: Bombers attacked Valvet- 
titurai and Udupiddy junctions des- 
troying two shops and ten houses. 
Two civilians were seriously injuried 
at Udupiddy. Shells were continually 
fired at Thondamanaru, Karaimagar, 
Moolai and Ponnalai areas from the 
Valalai army camp and Karainagar 
naval base. People im the area fied 
seeking safety. Soldiers also fired 
from Mandaitivu. A fishing boat was 


attacked by the Navy. 
OCTOBER 21 
ISRAELI ASSISTANCE 


DENIED: Prime Minister D. B. 
Wijetunge, answering questions raised 
by SLMC leader MHM Ashraf said in 
Parliament that there was no evidence 
that Israel was providing arms to the 
LTTE to attack Muslims. 


OCTOBER 22 
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OCTOBER DIARY 


DEATHS IN CLASH: The army 
and the LTTE clashed on Padaviya 
road at Pulmoddai in Trincomalee 
District. Ten soldiers were killed 
according to defence sources. 


DEFENCE LINE ATTACKED:An 
army defence line at Makachchaikody 
in Vavuniya was attacked by the 
LTTE. Four soldiers were killed and 
eighteen others injuired. The injuired 
soliders were taken to Anuradhapura 
hospital. 


OCTOBER 23 


PLIGHT OF REFUGEES IN 
MADHU:The 30,000 refugees at 
Madhu in Mannar District were 
undergoing difficulty because of the 
extreme drought. They have to walk 
to Pandivirichchan and Maruthamadu 
three miles away to fetch water in 
plastic cans. 


OCTOBER 24 


TAMILS HELD WITHOUT 
TRIAL: Hindu Religious Affairs 
Minister P. Devaraj visited the Boosa 
detention centre m Galle and met the 
ten Tamils held there. The prisoners 
told him that they are being held for 
the past two years without trial and 
requested that they should be given 
the opportumity to prove their in- 
nocence. There are 1027 other pri- 
soners in Boosa. 


OCTOBER 26 


SOLDIERS KILLED IN MAN- 
NAR: Five soldiers were killed in a 
LTTE attack on army defence posi- 
tions in Mannar between Uyilankulam 
and Adampan. Two others were in- 
juried. JOC said the Tigers attacked 
with motor shells. 


TIGERS DIE IN BATTICALOA: 
LTTE launched an attack on the STF 
at Kaluvanchikudy im Batticaloa with 
hand grenades. In counter-attacks by 
the STF three Tigers were killed 
according to defence sources. 


OCTOBER 26 


TIGER DEATHS: LTTE leader 
Yogaratnam Yogi participatmg in a 
commemoration meeting at Pomt 





Pedro in the Jaffna peninsula said that 
5100 Tiger members had died in the 
war and of this number 348 were 
women. 


OCTOBER 27 


BOMBING CONTINUES IN 
JAFENA: Alaveddy, Tellippalai and 
Vasavilan areas were bombed on 26 
and 27 October. Three bombers were 
involved in the attack and many 
houses were damaged. A garage at 
Alaveddy was completely destroyed. 


OCTOBER 28 


TAM! STUDENTS ARRESTED: 
Eight Tamil students from the North 
who were studyimg in Colombo went 
to Kandy on holiday were arrested at 
Katugastata by the police. 


OCTOBER 28 


BOMB INSIDE TELEVISION: A 
television given for repairs at a shop 
in Batticaloa town exploded killing 
one person and injuring another per- 
son. 


OCTOBER 29 


SHELLING IN JAFFNA: Thol- 
puram, Sulipuram, Sithankerni, Dava- 
lai and Tellippalai areas were heavily 
shelled from army camps.Many 
houses were reported damaged. 


OCTOBER 29 


ARMY DESERTION: Colonel 
Sarath Munesinghe said that im 
August 840 soldiers deserted. The 
number fell to 502 in September and 
in October there were 116 desertions. 


OCTOBER 30 


SINHALESE FISHERMEN 
RELEASED: Three Sinhalese fisher- 
men held by the LTTE in Jaffna were 
released to the ICRC. These fisher- 
men are from Trincomalee and they 
were arrested by the LTTE near Point 
Pedro. 


OCTOBER 31 


TIGERS KILLED: JOC announced 
that two Tigers were shot dead at 
Elephant Pass and arms captured. 





STUDENT DETAINED 
WITHOUT TRIAL 


Selladurai Sarojadevi, a student 


from Passara in the Badulla District is. 


being held by police for the last 
eleven months without trial. Saroja- 
devi who lived on Gonekelle estate in 
Passara was arrested by police on 
19th November 1991 in Badulla. At 
the time she was studying to sit for 
the GCE examination.She was neither 
informed of the reasons for the arrest 
nor produced before a court. She was 
later transferred to the Welikada Pri- 
son in Colombo and is currently 
being held there under emergency 
regulations. Her brother Selladurai 
Chandrababu has filed a habeas cor- 
pus application in the Court of 
Appeal demanding her release. 





THE PLIGHT OF SRI LANKAN 
CHILDREN 


According to a survey conducted 
by the Probation and Child Care 
Services Department 469,000 children 
have been orphaned as a result of the 
North-East war. In the whole country 
there are 829,000 orphans. Of these 
42,000 children roam the streets and 
10,000 work as domestic servants. 


FPN 


‘“SIXTH FLOOR”’ DETAINEES 
PETITION UN TEAM 


Fifty four detamees in the ‘‘Sixth 
Floor’’ of the Colombo police head- 
quarters have submitted a petition to 
the UN Working Group on Dis- 
appearances visiting Sri Lanka. They 
say that there is no ventilation and 
during rains the roof leaks. The ICRC 
has stated that only 30 people could 
be detained on this floor and the 
space and facilities are madequate for 
the 54 people. The detainees suffer 
from various ilmesses but have no 
medical facilities. Visitors are allowed 
only once a week Except three 
people all the other detainees are 
Tamils and include Upcountry 
People’s Front leader P. Chandrasek- 
aran. Reports say detainees on this 
Floor are regularly tortured. 
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Situation Report 


DISAPPEARANCE OF HILL 
COUNTRY TAMIL YOUTH 


A. Vijayakumar of Norwood in the 
Nuwara Eliya District, who was arres- 
ted three years ago by the army has 
disappeared. He was arrested by army 
officers at his dispensary in Rattota 
on 21 September 1989. A week later 
when his father S. Adaikalam went to 
the Kurulawa army camp he was told 
that his son was being held there. On 
19th October 1989 the Ceylon Wor- 
kers Congress wrote a letter to Col- 
onel Rajapakse at the Matale army 
headquarters regarding the arrest. In a 
reply to this letter the army confirmed 
that Vijayakumar had been in their 
custody. His current whereabouts are 
not known. His father has brought the 
disappearance to the notice of the 
Human Rights Centre in Geneva and 
the ICRC im Colombo and has also 
filed a habeas corpus application in 
the Court of Appeal. 





TAMIL TRADE UNIONIST 
ABDUCTED 


The Bogowantalawa District Repre- 
sentative of Hill Country Estate Wor- 
kers Front T. Francis was abducted 
by persons alleged to be security 
personnel in civils. The abduction 
took place at 4.00 am when Francis 
was at his home on Stamford Hill 
Estate. 
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SPECIAL IDENTITY CARDS 
FOR TAMILS 


The security forces are issuing 
special identity cards for the Tamil 
people over the age of 15, living n 
the Batticaloa town. The person’s 
name, national identity card number, 
employment and address are indicated 
in this special identity card. Photo- 
graphs for these cards were taken in 
December 1991. Batticaloa District 
Defence Coordinator and the Assis- 
tant Superintendent of Police have 
signed the identity cards. 








NAVY ATTACKS PASSENGER 
BOAT 


Eight civilians were killed when a 
passenger boat crossing the Jaffna 
lagoon near Kilali was attacked by the 
navy on 7 October. A girl's body 
washed ashore at Pulopalai. Accord- 
ing to the boat driver who escaped, 
the passengers raised their hands in 
the full glare of the spot light on the 
naval vessel, but were shot dead 
mercilessly. 


The government has announced the 
closing of Kerativu, Sangupiddy, 
Kombady and Uriyan crossings bet- 
ween the Jaffna peninsula and the 
mainland in order to prevent Tigers 
crossing at these places. Now the 
government says that the Kilali cross- 
ing is also closed and that Elephant 
Pass is open for travel. LTTE have 
described the government announce- 
ment as a tactic to move troops imto 
the peninsula via Elephant Pass. 


Civilians continue to cross at Kilali 
in spite of the dangers. In the last two 
months over twenty civilian boats 
have been destroyed by the navy and 
eighteen people killed. People have 
begun to carry empty plastic cans 
while crossing the lagoon m boats at 
Kilali to use to swim ashore if their 
boats are attacked. 


In the Jaffna penmsula ll 
employment opportunities including 
farming, fishing and industries have 
ceased. Life in Jaffna continues with 
refugee assistance and money sent by 
friends and relatives from abroad. 
The prohibition on the use of the 
Kilali route will heighten the suffer- 
ing of the people. 


TROOPS W:THDRAWN FROM 
NORTH 


According to reports 6,000 troops 
in the Jaffna penmsula were with- 
drawn by the government in order to 
strenghten military operations in the 
Vanni and Batticaloa. The decision 
follows heavy losses suffered by the 
army in LTTE attacks m Mannar, 
Manalaru and Batticaloa. 
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DISPLACED FAMILIES 


According to official statistics 
Jaffna District had 58,374 displaced 
families at the beginning of May 
1992. Out of this 6,587 families had 
come from other districts. Records 
also show that a large number of 
families displaced following military 
operations in and around Point Pedro, 
Valvettiturai and Thondamanaru on 
16 March 1992 had returned to their 
original residences after having stayed 
with friends and relatives. 


Out of the 58,374 displaced 
families 16,174 families consisting of 
61,657 members were sheltered in 
178 welfare centres located in 10 
AGA divisions. The balance 42,195 
families were living outside welfare 
centres. Seven schools were being 
occupied by displaced families and 
the district administration has to relo- 
cate them to reopen the schools. 


NGO’s had constructed 4,270 huts 
by May 1992 under a shelter pro- 
gramme. The ICRC was prepared to 
build another 500 huts if suitable land 
could be released to them. According 
to relief workers most of the available 
huts are dilapidated and need repairs. 
The NGOs which provided the huts 
have been approached for repair and 
maintenance funds. 


FOOD 


In March 1992, 1,114 tonnes of 
food items were brought imtc the 
District via KKS port. In April the 
figure for KKS port stood at 8245 
tonnes and PtPedro port received 
5,948 tonnes. While weekly free 
tations were being issued to displaced 
families, sugar was in short supply. 
Malnutrition was rampant and Doc- 
tors attribute it to the lack of a 
balanced diet resulting from meagre 
food supplies. Poor income was also 
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a contributary factor. The malnutrition 
was also the cause for physical and 
mental damage to mothers, children, 
and others living in the Welfatre 
Centres. Milk feeding programmes 
were being considered to prevent 
malnutrition among people living in 
the Welfare Centres. 


DRINKING WATER 
There were reports of shortage of 


drinking water at some _ welfare . 


centres. Many wells have become dry 
because of draught. Lack of transport 
and the drought were adding to the 
current difficulties. Because of shor- 
tage of cement and hand pumps, 
digging of new wells is impossible. 
Arrangements were also underway to 
clear the available open wells im 
locality for drmking and bathing 
purposes. 


SANITATION AND HEALTH 


Sanitation and health needs among 
the displaced families are being 
handled by RDHS, ICRC, Municipal 
Council and Pradeshya Sabhas. The 
Ketpali settlement scheme lacks toilet 
facilities and the Sarasalai welfare 
cemtre recorded two cases of scabies 
in May 1992. A First Aid centre is 
being maintained at Ketpali by the 
Tamils Rehabilitation Organisation 
using bicycle rickshaws for the trans- 
port of patients. Medical officers and 
Health educators of the Sri Lanka 
Red Cross Society are providing 
health education of personal Hygiene, 
environmental sanitation, diarrhoea 
and infectious diseases to the displa- 
ced people in Welfare Centres. 


SELF-EMPLOYNENT 

Skilled artisans like masons and 
Carpenters camnot practice their trade 
due to the lack of raw materials as a 
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result of the on-gomg war. NGOs 
were planning to undertake a survey 
with a view to make assessment of 
the skills of people living in the 
Welfare Centres and to identify 
income generating -prefects tc help 
them. Efforts were also bemg made 
by the NGOs to initiate mcome 
generating projects to help the displa- 
ced people. 


GENERAL 

The government continue its policy 
of economic strangulation of the 
Jaffna peninsula. The war could not 
brought to an early end and instead 
the government stood further aliena- 
ted from the Tamils in the region. 
The injustice showered on them had 
propelled them to fmd igenious 
ways of copmg with the odious 
threats. Labour intensive bicycle rick- 
shaws have become the common 
mode of transport as was the ox cart. 
The latter even serve as ambulances 
at the few available hospitals. Ways 
were found to stretch petroleum. 
Recycled newsprint and cycle dyna- 
mos are the prevailmg mode. The 
cotton wick soaked in kerosene has 
become as vital as a Davy’s lamp in a 
coal mime. Palmyrah fruit juice and 
burnt ash have doubled up as soap. 
Several local subsidiary crops were 
processed to avoid starvation. 


Such ingenuities while helping to 
beat back the governmen’s plans of 
subjugatmg the population have also 
brought about some forms of deve- 
lopmental activities. The palmyrah 
palm has become the core from which 
a variety of day to day needs were 
met. Substitutes were found from ‘it 
for flour, soap, juices, beddings, roof- 
ings, sugar and alcohol. Though the 
infrastructure for development is 
crude it demonstrates it’s ability to 
sustain the population. 
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APPEAL TO THE SRI LANKA AID GROUP 


FIVE Organisations based in 
Britain in an appeal to the Sri Lanka 
Aid Group say the situation in Sri 
Lanka is grave and unless donors 
make future aid conditional on ongo- 
ing and measurable improvements in 
human rights monitored by inter- 
national bodies, conditions may 
deteriorate further. Human Rights in 
Sri Lanka, Campaign for Human 
Rights and Democracy in Sri Lanka, 
Lawyers (in Exile) for Democracy in 
Sri Lanka, Committee for Democracy 
and Justice in Sri Lanka and Inter- 
national Tamil Foundation have urged 
donor countries to link aid to ending 
of misery and destruction imposed by 
the Sri Lankan government on the 
Island and its people. Excerpts from 
the appeal: 


The government’s response to 
international concern has been to 
create still more official bodies sup- 
posedly to safeguard human rights, a 
report by Asia Watch, published at 
the end of May 1992, has established 
that these bodies, of which there are 
over a dozen, are almost completely 
ineffective. 


In November 1990, shortly after 
the annual aid consortium meeting in 
Paris, a Special Task Force on Human 
Rights, now known as the Officials 
Committee, was established. Its objec- 
tive was to formulate and implement 
a strategy to meet charges of human 
rights violations world-wide. Its prim- 
ary purpose appears to be public 
relations. For instance Mr Weerakoon 
told an Asia Watch delegation that the 
Committee had asked the security 
forces and state agencies to report 
back in ten days on how they would 
put into practice Amnesty Inter- 
national recommendations, but over 
four months later not a single strategy 
had been made public and not a 
single offender appeared to have been 
prosecuted. 

A Presidential Commission of 
Inquiry imto the Involuntary Removal 
of Persons was appomted m January 
1991. Of the numerous people seized 
throughout the island m recent years 
on suspicion of anti-government acti- 
vity, tens of thousands had ‘dis- 
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appeared’ and their whereabouts are 
still unknown. Many of the corpses 
disposed of by the military or parami- 
litary squads were so badly burnt or 
mutilated as to be umrecognisable. 
However the Commission was not 
empowered to take up cases of 
disappearances before 1991, and 
though thousands of missing persons 
were reported to it, it has taken public 
testimony in merely three cases. 


In August 1991 a Human Rights 


“Task Force was established under a> 


retired Supreme Court judge to com- 
plete a register of detainees and 
monitor the rights of those held in 
custody other than by judicial order. 
However the HRTF failed to visit 
detention centres in the North and 
East or temporary holding facilities - 
where serious abuses were most 
likely to occur - in the South. 


The government does not seem 
seriously interested in finding a solu- 
tion to the conflict in the North and 
East, which has caused high levels of 
civilian as well as military casualties 
and of displacement of people. There 
is a Parliamentary Select Committee 
on the issue, but without the Pre- 
sident’s backing the problems cannot 
be resolved, and so far he has neither 
accepted any suggestions made for a 
settlement nor proposed a workable 
alternative. It might be claimed that 
he is hampered by the opposition of 
extreme Sinhalese nationalists to a 
peaceful solution, but on other issues 
he has taken little notice of his critics. 


Much could be achieved if donors 
were to link aid to the ending of the 
misery and destruction imposed by 
the Sri Lankan government on the 
Island and its people. 


Improvements would have to be 
monitored by a body which had the 
confidence of those concerned about 
human rights worldwide. One possi- 
bility is the establishment of an 





international committee with repre- 
sentatives from bodies specialising in 
the ara of human rights. 

Unless prompt action is taken, the 
Sri Lankan government is likely to 
conclude that donors are either indif- 
ferent to its abuses or satisfied by the 
expression of good intentions without 
any action. 

Se 


ARRESTED FOR SELLING 
FOOD 


A Tamil who sold ‘string hoppers’ to 
the LTTE is currently being held at 
the Magazine prison in Colombo. 
Forty-four year old Vairamuthu Sin- 
nathamby was arrested on 7 April 
1991 at Thirukovil in Amparai Dis- 
trict by the Special Task Force. At the 
time of the arrest he was not infor- 
med the reasons. In his statement to 
the security forces he had said that he 
sold food to the Tigers m January 
1990. During that period peace talks 
were taking place between the 
government and the LTTE and he had 
not committed any offence. 


Sinnathamby has filed a fundamen- 
tal rights application in the Supreme 
Court. 


Brigadiar R.S. Daluwatte was 
appointed as Northern commander 
following President Premadasa’s 
order to bring the North-East Ope- 
rations once again under the JOC. 
Brigadier Gemunu Kulatunge was 
appointed as Nothern commander. 
Seven Colonels were promoted as 
Brigadiers and six Lieutenant Col- 
onels as Colonels. 


SS 
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